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Vermont °Marble—Facts and Figures 


It is natural that people should be interested in marble. No other stone has had 
so much to do with the upgrowth of civilization. From the dawn of history down 
through the ages man has been using marble for the finest of memorial structures. 
Every nation of the known world has its marble treasures which have stood in- 
tact through the hard usage of the years, bearing records that are of priceless 
value. The cemeteries of today therefore are merely continuing a tradition that is 
centuries old and buyers, in turning to marble, are influenced perhaps uncon- 
sciously by the masterpieces of the past. 


Low Absorption a Guaranty of Permanence 


The absorption of moisture is the most severe test to which a stone can be 
subjected. The higher the rate of absorption, the lower the standard of endurance. 
“T have no doubt,” writes Dr. H. A. Cutting, the geologist, ‘‘that the capacity 
of a stone to absorb moisture is against its durability even in warm climates and 
vastly more so in a changeable and wintry climate where it is often frozen before 
any considerable part of the moisture from autumn rains can be evaporated.” 
The following table taken from Government Bulletins shows that Vermont 
marble, as compared with other monumental stones, has an extremely low rate of 
absorption. We accept as authoritative the disinterested figures published by 
various government bureaus, and give them preference over isolated private 
tests. 
100 Pounds Absorbs 
Bethel White Granite 0.470 lbs. of water 
Milford (N. H.) Granite 0:42 0 ee 
Concord Granite 0.371 
Westerly Granite 0.340 
Barre Granite 0.294 
Troy White Granite 0.269 
Silver Gray Georgia Marble 0.131 
Gray Vermont Marble On 
Brandon Vermont Marble 0.116 
Pittsford Valley (Vt.) Marble 0.106 
Danby (Vt.) Marble 0.102 
Yule Colorado Marble 0.100 


A Surplus of Crushing Strength 


The importance of crushing strength is greatly overestimated. There are few 
stones on the market that will not support ten times as much weight as is ever 
required of them. Some rocks which test unusually high in compressive strength, 
are far less durable than others of lower test. The Vermont marbles recommended 
for cemetery work could be used in the base of a tower three miles high before 
failure from compression would result. 


Exceptional Purity 


In mineral composition marble is less complex than almost any other stone. 
Most Vermont marbles contain 98% or over of calcium carbonate, mainly in 
calcite. The following analysis of a typical variety of Vermont marble was taken 
from a bulletin issued by the United States Bureau of Standards: 

Calcium Carbonate 99. 
Silica of Alumina 0. 
Magnesia OZ 
Organic Matter 0. 
Es 99 .99 





Adequate Hardness 


The material that is hardest is not necessarily the most enduring. Steel is 
harder than bronze, but its life is shorter. Hardness in a stone means simply that 
it will resist abrasion, not that it will resist exposure to the weather. 

Scientists agree that toughness, strength and durability depend more on the 
nature of the constituent parts and the way they are interlocked and crystallized 
than on the hardness of any individual part. 


Tightly Interlocked Crystals 


The very name ‘“‘Marble”’ signifies a stone composed of crystals. ‘‘Many other 
stones,’ to quote from Encyclopedia Britannica, ‘‘are sometimes loosely desig- 
nated as marbles, but by accurate writers the term is invariably restricted to 
crystalline and compact varteties of carbonate of lime.” 

All Vermont marbles are made up of tightly interlocked crystals. Besides, 
they have that fineness of crystalline structure which, as every craftsman knows, 
will hold an edge in the most intricate of carved work. 


Retains Glacier Marks for 10,000 Years 


On the exposed ledges of Vermont marble are marks which the geologists say 
were made 10,000 years ago when New England was a land of glaciers. As the 
huge rivers of ice ground their way southward, advancing barely two feet a day, 
the rocks embedded in them cuts grooves, scratches and flutings on everything 
within their path. Most of the scars have long since been smoothed away, but on 
the marble they remain, unconquered by one hundred centuries of exposure— 
another guaranty of durability for the Vermont marble memorials of the present. 


Old Headstones a Proof of Durability 


Vermont marble is the only product now in the monumental market which has 
been tested for 160 years in the cemeteries. In the old churchyards of the East 
are hundreds of Vermont marble tablets which have stood since Revolutionary 
Days without losing a line of ornament or lettering. In one churchyard alone 
(Old Bennington) are 111 slabs erected prior to 1800. The fact that Vermont 
marble has made this record in the past—split as it was into thin crudely finished 
headstones and set in the cemetery without a foundation—should be sufficient 
guaranty of its durability under the improved methods of today. 


Approved by United States Government 


It is significant that the great Arlington Memorial in the National Cemetery 
outside of Washington—the largest cemetery monument in the world—is built 
entirely of Vermont marble. The fact that a commission of the U. S. Govern- 
ment, after extended research, chose Vermont marble for a tribute which stands 
at the head of all cemetery achievement, speaks in no uncertain language. 


A Certified Product 


As a further warranty for the buyers of Vermont marble, the quarries are 
prepared to furnish a certificate of inspection. This will prove that the memorial 
has been carefully examined in the shops and that the work is above criticism. It 
also insures that the marble has come from dependable quarries, the products of 
which have stood a 160-year test in the cemeteries. It will be signed by officials of 
the Vermont Marble Company and may be obtained through the dealer when the 
memorial is purchased. 
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TILDEN HEADSTONE, CORNWALL, VT. WERMONT MARBLE 
ERECTED 1797 
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Miniature Views of Vermon{ Marble Quarries 
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PORTER MAUSOLEUM, WOODLAWN CEMETERY, NEw YorRK. MEMORIAL TO 
WILLIAM H. PorRTER, A PARTNER OF J. P. MORGAN. 
VERMONT MARBLE 


Trowbridge & Livingston, Architects 





[10] 


evi 


2P08 


VERMONT MARBLE 


NEC. 
s, Architects 


> 


Z 
fo 
Ee 
O 
g 
2 
= 
< 
= 
wy 
= 
9 
ive) 
=) 
< 
a 
Z 
< 
Z 
sa 
nd 


sting 


3 
ae 
eo) 


Carrere 





CALDWELL MEMORIAL, HUNTINGTON, W. VA. DEDICATED TO JAMES LEWIS CALDWELL, 
RAILROAD BUILDER AND BANKER. VERMONT MARBLE 
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HINDE MEMORIAL, TOLEDO, OHIO. VERMONT MARBLE 
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SUN DIALS AND Birp BATHS 





Service Complete and Dependable 


The marble quarries of Vermont, with 
the shops and mills which have sprung 
up around them, are without question 
the largest producers of memorials in the 
world. Each year it takes over 3,000,000 
feet of lumber to box the monuments 
which are shipped away. At the present 
time the floor space at the bottom of the 
various quarries amounts to nine acres. 
From these openings marble goes out to 
all parts of the country and to many 
foreign countries. The several plants are 
bound together by a most efficient or- 
ganization. Such facts and figures, sup- 
plemented by the knowledge that the in- 
dustry has a long and honored history, 
indicate very clearly what may be ex- 
pected in the way of deliveries. There is 
nothing uncertain about the Vermont 
marble output. Its very size insures its 
dependability. 
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